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= - We have told fhe world fhst'we love truth,
When we speak to the world, we spesk, we say, in the words
of  truth, ~We are prodd df pupr-eblllty fo facg truth sgquarely
snd openly without fear of tinpleasantress: A man wWho takes ' - :
stoek pf himsell almply end honestly with a greater love - -
for ¥mith than for the immedIidte pYeasures of self~dildusion
is we}l on hias way to becoming a better man. The whole =~
dynamic .structure of our Democratic Socie rovides fore-
“eveh depéna;-étbis kind of stocﬁptgkthg 1§ytga blazing light
of the public forum, It strengthens the fiber of mt nation.
oun.faith™dn the unabaksable foundation of our land makes
pogsible all discussion, all debate,” all éritieism in ‘the
search for truth, OFf personal, regional,-natlonal or
International truth,we have no fear, . There are no 1raon
curtains. C '

. ... =We have sald that thé totalitarlan socleties
of the world are afreld to speak the trath, It would shake
their foundationa., It would weaken their fibers- They mist
bend trith, we say, they rust slant it, transform 1L, even
reject 1t, ‘What they speak to the world is wha 'they want
the world to belleve, We azy that at best thay speskhalf-
traths", HHEE -they-may say true/things-but thet they have
omttted {and glowing)

all olse which would have tarnished that glow,
This omission, we believe, condemms nof only what Lthey =ay,

it the stricture of their soclety. N

et o fae,

¢
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. . It follows then, that information coming '//4
-3 //gnpm Totalitapiamcurces ghould In no way-raessemble jinflor=- .-
w2 metion coming Yrom Democratic - soureces. Surprisingly*.
~ enough, In regard tofilms this 13 not always so. In my
% /  three yeara in France and two and 2 half years in North
A Africa I had a chance to mee-irTormational films fzom
~ K\ a1l sources. Curiouslyy-il thell mbtructure and philosophy
* % they all seémed tocome from tns sgre source, The smiling
3 . Ruspian“woman her against a wide blwe sky, and the
Qﬁ-' . happy American housewlife flipping pancakes on a deécorator
\, color stove seemed to have come {rom the same type-writer,
* The -editing, “the narratlon,)the music all propounded a
theme and geomed—te- ordal nat was to be thodght, These
f1lmes followed the same propaganda techniques as these
of the Hitler erz. In short they were totalltarlan.
They scught to dominate thg mind, They were -moncllthic.
They possesged none of the miiti-dimensional complexitles
that give to a film the ring of truth, Tn a ssnse, these

films 8o6ld thelr ideologles in thé same manner that Television
publicity selis soap or cigarettes,
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7T am af the opinion that Americen Demoeracy should not
“be sold like s halr spray. Tt ghould not and 1t need not.
The spectator of & film coming frowm America must feel con-
fisent thet there are no “;éns" of omission, He must feel
+hat there is no dominatier™or imposition upon his liberty
of thought tut that he Is being help tc see, In thls way
f411ms thnt speak of 1life in rmericd Feflect Demooratic ldeals
even in their structure, with this in mind, let us turn
now to the considerations which were constantly with me durinngfi
the editing of the film about the March on Washington. .

T The world's image of the race problem in America ressegbles
.&& whnt we know of Apartheid in South Africa. Segregatlon,
.\ < exploitation, immense poverty, enforced illiterscy, whites
W and blaecks at sword points: e situation whichis at best

overwhelmingly pgﬁggg&l%g&%g. This tmage 1s, unfortunately,
not without foundatlon cet. There is, bowever, s llsstlon
ofdegres. - «n Interpre taticn of the Amerlecan racial
situstion by pecple ‘in forelgn lands has very often been
determined by their-own experiences with colonialism. They
nave lent the dimensions and intensity of thdir own problens
te oubs, Thnelr suspicion of thelr one-time ® nquero¥ys has
by analogy enccureged a migtrust of the intentlons of our
government, For these people, the dimensions of the problem
and the hope for its solution needg to be refocused. . e

e T ————— e o NP
% ¢ We need %o reveal to the w;;TH“ﬁﬁﬁf’ngmeant when we ﬁﬁﬂwwk
w*“$ay that the WNegro's eccnomic level is cnly half of that

of the White man. We need to givea better underatanding
p of the Negro's real educational level and of hisreligicus oA st
¢ and pelitical freedomn, We nead to gain cenfldenceVln ‘.
=TT ot puP pRYpIE andsicur government te overcome the
agpe-old pwoblen of raclsm, oW

We can not do this with a £ilm that attempts to say overtly
row Fo%d things are going. Articlesffﬁ_ﬁﬁﬁgﬁgﬁg?Eiggggg
~ week japammbe contradict this attempt. "e result is t
_wﬂke“j)“wazaé§muéb be covering ug, glcqsigﬁigv p'sgﬁggally derying
b A.»f the necesslty of change. To s KTr ce§$ for inatence, this
M wculd be Interpreted as another indicat%&g fqﬁﬁterﬁalism.

Only those who feel themselves superior; sveak of the -0
progress of s minority. 'mt..nmdad—w&s-m‘ﬁhichq - ‘w"”.
did not hide nor gzloss over the aituaticn, which by its

. franknesssgained the confldence cf the spectator ande- ﬂ=
JCand hanesty helped
| thet confildence cnce acquired-- pesmibbod himr to discover
il for himself the degree tc which his image of the altuation
wag out of focus. The March on Washingten provided 1ldeal
materisl for this kind ef film, It also parmitted us to
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make several implicite pcints adbout the quality of our world
Democracy and the pmidttiem will of tmericans +to lead the sffcrt
determined

- in_the eatablishment of frue equailty ameng all races and creeds,
et MO FREE The taamx role of leader 1 rive for Freedom has been a
' role we have always asstmed, but it 1= a role that the
comrminists have werked na»d e apppopriste, {One wonders what
..~ soviet citizen migdt have thought of the March on YWashington.
.3 L 45 intere<ting to note thnat at the last minute Russlasn

_éa <television declined to nrsadecast it. Tne xraxexxis obvious.
reason



In gpite of all tha gslan commentators might have said
to deform 1t, 1t was(too mplicitly/pro~Amsrican,

Let us see now how the f1lm "THE MARCR" works to
Eu3R¥¥Y gain the confidence of the foreign spectator and
leed&him to dlscover for himself many of those things
needed in ordér for him to refoeus hia views about the
American race problem, Americans and America,

Over scenes of both black and white Americans
preparing for and coming to the march from all over the
country,a asimple,qguiet narration tells of the Negrot's gxfi}fé§§3’°1
sltustes the roots of the problem in sne-time slavery and
says that Americans of both races were now going to excercise
thetr constitutional right to demonstrate for redreas of grievanceg,
The narration alludes to Incidents of hatreg and vioclence
Mhleb aze ( comon imowledge around the world'-ad which the clvil
<:fmﬂ‘ ‘fights marcher hopey to overcome X rmm gy lééitimate and peace- 7
! Sofa ; in a oAt
C:_~~=“~u1fﬂ%£&ﬁg manner, This information, Iuparted in a few quietly ¢ﬁ&
stated phrases over a perlod of about fou?ﬁinutes net only -3\

situates
the actlon but declares our recognition o« the problams ’
amxd, Rince the film 1s identified es & governmental film, it
implies thet we are recognizing our reg ward
those problems, This establishes a bongfb woen the spectator
and the film, There 15 no "Sin of omlssibn™. There is no
"Paternalism" to be sniffed out, { :uuikl?') :
S ———— 4&1 et TA ')-'u,,vu.tlﬂ ‘_\_l,' .","Y;
The £1lm then movas along'without any commentary
whatgoever, .It momes along on a growing note of anticpation
Jey and hope for a better fuimxw understanding between races
and rellgions for all of mankind, As buses are 1eav1ng a
preache® in a church service glves a prayer that man might
understand his féllowman and that America might fuifill its
high 1deals, The nignt before ths march whites and blacks
gather to sing and to realffirm their dedicntaﬁg,to Christiaen
1denls, te love those who speak against them. hen the day
begins, Black and white Americans arrivs by traln g
multitude of buges, There is Jo¥y, singing, it looks like
an orderly but mamoth picnio. There 1s the huge gathering
it the Washington monument, the maxeh down Constitution Avenue
walk
and zlong the reflecting pool, and Tinelly the enormous crowd
at the Lincoln memorial, There T selected to show the* tywo things
ERERArImEsx which most characterized the event: thé great
dignity and womanly gentleness of Marian raon singing "He's
Goth the Whole World in his B ndy’ ﬁ“:mﬁﬂ%’?ﬁ“ﬂ%ﬁher King
Who restates the grédevences Q@gﬁé earlier in the narration
and declares hig great faith that a1l oblems ean and wijl
be solved veacefully and to the &% “gkgtﬁffﬂof our nation, —
The ceremony ends with singing as the parti®ipants stroll
. ///pack to thelr buses ang g0 home, A final line o narration
J gtntes 8lmply that many sald that the Mareh Indicated a
% ‘xxgew awakening of the Amerlcan consclence, others called it
national dlsgrace. The narretor dispells the 11lus ion s Ax /
that anything was solved., More viclenee was to come /fioFet™ i
hatred {whieh it did and the world read about it inithe papers)
but, he points out, thias was a day of hope,



and selsctlon
Daspite the condensation/necessgry to fit the avent into 2
werkable length, everythinghﬁﬁg A§ it was on August 28,
A 2 Just as people around the world had seen it on television
{FJJ d read it 1n toe papers., With one lmpartant excevtion,
A Xthe portable movie cameras enableg us,to pstablish a more
Qi? timabe contact with the people 1ini oWd and mmak
\ permit*is to DISCOVER things about them, permit us to
rensseds AmE our views about the race slituation without
anything being underscored or shoved down the spechrbu¥s v
taroat, ¥ Throughout the film, infact, many posltive things
are belng discovered without any hesws—haxded Afiéve from
an omipotent narrator, The economic level of the aversage -~
negro, thelr freedom of religious sxpression, the great i, .o & (.
smount, cf inter-raclial cooperation and acceptancel“s8fething ?f?fif“"
of &¥m Bducational ovpprtunities mlready availablelﬂk*Mqu%Q T ite
witnessed not only by, economie level but by his P,
T > I )
. moat orominent membeﬁs_whb'ipeak and Py the successful organization
y &E of guch %kgarch, The? cta of the  ZO% these.tu L.
r.,}bua - aspeets, t demonatrates that americans’Tépgitimate snd pemceful
e

ways to deal with-the? s, that they prefer to do so
vercelully with complete faithyin thelr government and that
thelr government resbeéts thelr right to protest. And by issuing
this film, that eovernment not only permits but condones their
action, All of *hese things can be DISCOVERED By the foreign
spectator and compared to the factg of his wwn existence,
They also gdve him a deeper ins t into the AxpEZE=X nature
I$rr¢%5£zh%€ﬁm&aﬁaan_race problem Into American Democracy itself,
M gt also mention something about the police, Whte=there
= S o _speech wh-nlse=Fet
N aroLher=glipnre, Of the three or four policemsnz who can be
3 seen in the film two of mhizR are negro, and tney all are very
¥ ruch at them
ease, smiling axt¥imy and relaxed, This cannct fail
to make 1ts mark., J .ia
The se thingé&are all Implicit in the film. I am persuasded
thataﬂza fforta to'make these points mxmiimii¥y in an explicit ey
b_:’uMM}\LdL_‘;r_:,,_%f‘stnnamwou be to destroy the confldance that t?e spectater
B AT &S plyprzalie film and arouse his suspiclons that he 1s belirg
s sold a blll of goods, g
There are two aspects of the Marech which I consciously>> -
¥
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avoldad., The visit of its leaders to members of government
and tix plea for a strong civil rights bill,
ie
The firet abandoned for two reasons: 1, Because cf the
littls time allowed cemeras to film the £ vlislts, the footage
was inferior and of such s nature“to make ths visits look
surerflcial and.ridieulous. It also was of such a nature
A3 te make impossible a smooth incorporation into the {ilm,
2,) It would tend to lend supvort to feelings
~§ in some parts of the world that the msrch was govarhment
Qka é;sgifaisg. iIn countrles where demonstrations are organtzed
= ota Arlan recimes, the dem -
N of the mareh risked beiﬁg lost, peratic Xupkx significance



h, the plea for a2 ¢ivil rights
"J_-—-

for the following reason: Ty
pose was kx not only, express

e

billl, was avolded

The march's supreme pur
mxEkaxxitk demonstrate the
g2 to the realizationas gf

grievances but also to Eximgxk
xE devotlon of a great number of Amerlcan
of the nations 1deals and the ideals of freedom throughout Y
the world, To link the film to the ecivil rights B1ll would NW e
at the merey of the fate of the bill 1 éb
"rib

The film now

have been to put the fiim
and its inevitable » storm of controversy,
heg not only universail®y but: lengeyity,
B ey (VN
8 one of hope) tkat there

The final emotional effect ) i
18 am<tabdlmation ef-possible fraternity among men /and that
to fulfill that hope,{That the

ordamtvialimerica 1s working actively
{ngkQﬁwT&A ,ﬁE%EiEﬁQEQfIQ%EQB)Of the American Demoeratic experience is
s no 1y "8ti11 Intact but viri® ang splendid,.
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JT;L;2;$%;5¥§- In presenting this film to the world we pre sent a film
\ {/ that no totalltarian soclety could have made, It i3 a £1Im
in which we face our problems with zeal and with unshakeable
« It 13 s Democratic and Ameriecan filn,

faith in our idenls




