


Will Vinton: 
Five Oscar nominations 

One Oscar win 
Founded Will Vinton Studios 

Founded Creative Conference 
Taught & inspired hundreds of 

artists 
   



Why here? 



Why is Portland the city which 
produced this extraordinary 

artist-entrepreneur?









Q: Where did Will 
come from?



A: Its complicated.





I will make a two stage 
argument that Portland 
did nurture Will Vinton, 

as an artist, 
entrepreneur, and citizen.



Part One: 



Part One: 
Infrastructure



Did Will have   
infrastructure?



1964: Teknifilm Lab 

           



From a paper presented to 1998 ASIFA 
Conference  

in Seattle by Rose Bond 

“Northwest Animation: The Roots 
of Creative Variance 

The Portland Story, 1925 - 1976” 



“…..animation was virtually non-existent 
in Portland until the 1950’s when several 
engineer/technicians built serviceable 
stands and began to animate local 
commercials.”



“The individual behind much of the 
work was a radio engineer turned 
filmmaker/inventor named Frank 
Hood.” 



1964: Teknifilm Lab 

          



1964: Teknifilm Lab 

          Founded by Frank Hood



1964: Teknifilm Lab 

          Founded by Frank Hood who has 
          years of animation experience. 



1967: An Introduction to the American  
          Underground Film: a unique fully  
          illustrated handbook to the art of  
          underground films and their makers 

          is published. 





1967: An Introduction to the American   
          Underground Film  
    
          The author lectures at UC Berkeley,  
          Will Vinton’s school.  

        



1967: An Introduction to the American   
          Underground Film 
    
          The author, who is from Portland,   
          lectures at UC Berkeley, Will  
          Vinton’s school.  

        



1967: An Introduction to the American   
          Underground Film 
    
          The author, who is from Portland,   
          lectures at Will Vinton’s school. 

          Will attends the lectures.



The author, Sheldon Renan,  
graduated Cleveland HS  

in 1959. 

He founded Pacific Film Archive  
At UC Berkeley  

in 1967.







1969: Center For The Moving Image 



1969: Center For The Moving Image 

          First film school in the PNW. 

          Led by Andries Deinum, a nationally  
          recognized film scholar and educator. 





Deinum is a filmmaker 
himself.  

He emphasizes filmmaking 
as a way to explore the 
world, express yourself, 
and build community.



He does not emphasize 
film as a commercial 

product.



1970: Portland Scribe 



1970: Portland Scribe 

          Portland’s underground newspaper had  
          the unique status of being a G rated  
          underground newspaper. It carried no 
          X rated advertising. 

         Illustrated by future Oscar nominee Bill  
         Plympton. Sold on the street by Matt  
         Groening. 





1971: Northwest Film Study Center 



1971: Northwest Film Study Center 

          Founded by two Andries Deinum students  
          Brooke Jacobson and Bob Summers 





1971: Northwest Film Study Center 

          Brooke Jacobson and Bob Summers  
          receive NEA funds provided by an  
          initiative authored by  



1971: Northwest Film Study Center 

          Brooke Jacobson and Bob Summers  
          receive NEA funds provided by an  
          initiative authored by Sheldon Renan. 



1971: Northwest Film Study Center 

         One of four regional film centers  
         created by Renan’s 1970 NEA    
         initiative. 



1973: The Movie House 



1973: The Movie House 

          Randy Finley’s second theater, patterned   
          after his first in Seattle.  



1973: The Movie House 

          Finley is one of the most gifted independent  
          film entrepreneurs the world has ever seen. 



1974: The Media Project 



1974: The Media Project 

          Founded by Brooke Jacobson to support  
          regional (what we now call “independent”) film by  
          offering networking, distribution, and exhibition. 



1964: Teknifilm Lab 
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1964: Teknifilm Lab 
1967: An Introduction to the American    
          Underground Film 
1969: Center For The Moving Image 
1970: Portland Scribe 
1971: Northwest Film Study Center 
1973: The Movie House 
1974: The Media Project 



1964: Teknifilm Lab 
1967: An Introduction to the American   
          Underground Film  
1969: Center For The Moving Image 
1970: Portland Scribe 
1971: Northwest Film Study Center 
1973: The Movie House 
1974: The Media Project 



How does this fit in  
with  

Will Vinton?



1968:  
Will Vinton graduates high school in 
McMinnville, enters UC Berkeley 

1971:  
Will Vinton moves to Portland 

1975:  
Will Vinton wins Oscar 



1964: Teknifilm Lab  
1967: An Introduction to the American   
          Underground Film 
1967: Will Vinton enters UC Berkeley 
1969: Center For The Moving Image 
1970: Portland Scribe 
1971: Northwest Film Center 
1971: Will Vinton moves to Portland 
1973: The Movie House 
1974: The Media Project 
1975: Will Vinton wins Oscar 



“The cultural ecology in Oregon led to an incredibly 
prolific and creative period of art animation in the 
late Seventies and Eighties. The components to that 
ecology include early pioneers, technical resources, 
schools, showcases, and the early work itself.” 

Rose Bond



Part Two: 
Culture



Portland had independent 
filmmakers right from the 

very birth of cinema.





Our first film studio, 
American Lifeograph, 
opened in 1910. 



That’s before 
Hollywood.





Lewis Moomaw (1889-1980)



FLAMES (1926)  
Dir: Lewis Moomaw 

Scr: Alfred Cohn 
Prod: Lewis Moomaw 

Starring: Jean Hersholt, Boris Karloff,  
Eugene O’Brien, Virginia Valli 





If FLAMES marked the end of 
Oregon’s silent era independent 

feature filmmaking….



…which sound era film marks the 
return?



Candidate #1



Property (1977)
Dir: Penny Allen

Scr: Penny Allen


Prod: Penny Allen






Cast: 

Lola Desmond, Corky Hubbert, Walt Curtis,


David Horowitz, Harold Johnson 


Crew: 

DP: Eric Edwards


Sound: Gus Van Sant

Set decoration: Henk Pander






PROPERTY was a Sundance Prizewinner.

Also, prizewinner: 

Northwest Film Festival 
Maverick Film Festival, New York 

Rotterdam Film Festival 
Florence (Italy) Film Festival 

Portuguese Film Festival 
Hof Film Festival (Germany) 

Sydney Film Festival 
Moscow Film Festival 

Cineprobe, Museum of Modern Art, New York

Cinémathèque Française, Paris, 2016; 
Retrospective at Hollywood Theatre, Portland, 2015 ; 

Retrospective at Metrograph, New York, 2017 



Candidate #2





THE CIRCLE (1972) 
Dir: Tom Moyer, Jr 
Scr: Tom Moyer, Jr 

Prod: Tom Moyer, Jr







Candidate #3



DEMENTIA (1953) 
Dir: John Parker Jr 
Scr: John Parker Jr 

Prod: John Parker Jr 



"This is a place where there is no love, no hope; in the pulsing, 
throbbing world of the insane mind, where only nightmares are real!"



A no budget film shot MOS 
(without sound), with a score by 
George Antheil. 

DEMENTIA (1953), Parker’s only 
film, was made in Los Angeles. 



Candidate #4



The Adventures of Mark Twain (1985) 
Dir: Will Vinton 

Scr: Susan Shadburne 
Prod: Will Vinton 





Cast (voice artists):  
James Whitemore, Dallas 

MacKennon, Will Vinton, Billy Scream, 
Craig Bartlett, Mark Gustafson. 



So, how do we determine 
which of these four is the 

film which  marks the return 
of Oregon’s feature length 
independent filmmakers?



FLAMES (1926) 

Feature length 
Hollywood talent 
Shot locally 
Local crew 
Local production company 
National distribution 
Director is the producer 



DEMENTIA (1953) 

Feature length 

National distribution 
Director is the producer 



THE CIRCLE (1972) 

Feature length 

Shot locally 
Local crew 

National distribution 
Director is the producer 



PROPERTY (1977) 

Feature length 

Shot locally 
Local crew 

Director is the producer 



THE ADVENTURES OF MARK TWAIN (1985) 

Feature length 
Hollywood talent 
Shot locally 
Local crew 
Local production company 
National distribution 
Director is the producer 



Will = the winner! 



1964: Teknifilm Lab 
1967: Sheldon Renan’s book 
1968: Will Vinton enters UC Berkeley 
1969: Center For The Moving Image 
1970: Portland Scribe 
1971: Northwest Film Center 
1971: Will Vinton moves to Portland 
1973: The Movie House 
1974: The Media Project 
1975: Will Vinton wins Oscar 
1985: Will Vinton re-introduces independent   
          feature filmmaking to Portland 



Will’s success, as a 
businessman and  

as an artist  



Will’s success, as a 
businessman and  

as an artist  
changes Portland



After Will, comes Bill Plympton, 
Jim Blashfield, Gus Van Sant, 

Joan Gratz, Chel White, Joanna 
Priestley



REMEMBER OUR FOUR CANDIDATES? 

DEMENTIA (1953) 
Made by Parker Jr, scion of theater chain owner 

THE CIRCLE (1972) 
Made by Moyer Jr, scion of theater chain owner 

PROPERTY (1977) 
Made by Allen, using CETA (Concentrated Employment 
Training Assistance) federal grant money, fiscally 
sponsored by The Media Project 

THE ADVENTURES OF MARK TWAIN (1985) 
Made by Vinton = head of his own studio 



Minor cinemas: exploitation film (DEMENTIA),  
youth culture film (THE CIRCLE), underground 

film (PROPERTY), experimental animation 
(THE ADVENTURES OF MARK TWAIN)



Minor cinemas





Major talent





Who makes pop?













THE END



This talk was presented by 
Anne Richardson 

at the 
Fourth Annual  

Oregon Film History Conference 

May 4, 2018 
UO White Stag Auditorium 
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 keynote speaker: 

Will Vinton 



2018  
Oregon Film History Conference 

 keynote speaker: 

Will Vinton 
1947-2018



"Vinton was  
single-handedly  

responsible  
for establishing the  

city's animation community,  
Rose Bond said.” 

The Oregonian, 10/4/18



2018  
Oregon Film History Conference  

was presented by  

Oregon Cartoon Institute 
in partnership with  

University of Oregon Libraries   
Special Collections 



Oregon Cartoon Institute 
Founded 2007 

By Anne Richardson & Dennis Nyback



Oregon Film History Conference 
Founded 2015 

Steering committee:  
Libby Burke, Michele Kribs, Elizabeth Peterson 

& Anne Richardson 



Many thanks: 
2018 Oregon Film History Conference Sponsors 

University of Oregon Libraries, Special Collections 
Oregon Film, aka the Governor’s Office for Film & Television 
Oregon Film Museum 
Dark Horse 
James Blue Alliance 



5th Annual Oregon Film History Conference: May 3, 2019


